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Extension Activities to further skill and concept development:

1. Parents should pass out a sheet of paper to their child that has a steam for a flower on
it. Then have your child draw a bud for the center of the flower where they will write
their name. Then they should draw leaves surrounding the bud. In each petal they
should write a word or phrase that makes them special. After this is done, they can
decorate their flower however they want. Also this activity would work perfectly in a
classroom for students.

. The title of the book is Just Ask. We already know that everyone one has their own
unique qualities but sometimes it is hard to understand everyone's differences. As a
class or family, talk about ways to ask about differences rather than ignore them. If your
child is curious about someone who is in a wheelchair, discuss what questions they
could ask. Every child will write a respectful question down on their own sheet of
paper to ask a classmate opr family member. (Once the group conversation is over the

Just Ask
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The Importance of Anti-bias Efforts

Anti bias education is extremely important for a child's education. When choosing books you want
your child to read, make sure they contain cultural, racial, and experiential diversity. Avoid books that
contain a single story, then we risk a critical misunderstanding that influences the way people view
one another. People and communities are complex and children’s books should reflect and embrace
diversity. Children’s books, when thoughtfully selected, broaden your and your child's horizons. Do
not shy away from a book that will spark difficult conversations because that is how you and your
child can grow together. Embrace the difficult conversations which will help build community in your
child's school and in the broader community. Anti bias education is one of the best ways to introduce
vour child to diversity, build a safe community and raise a caring child.
Suggestions:

: Figure out what your child thinks through listening and asking questions. Pay attention to their ideas
and the feelings they express.
2. Always tell the truth. Use simple sentences that children can understand and provide them with
accurate information about the issue you are discussing. And, of course, check to see what they understand,
how they feel, and what they think about this information.
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- Read the quote, “... all the ways we are different make our
neighborhood ... more interesting and fun (page 27)” How are you
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CONCLUSION/ANALYSIS boys”"

3. Purchase children’s books intentionally. Be aware of the stereotypes and messages being conveyed to
children in books or by the selection of books available.
4. Finally, don’t shy away from discussing social justice issues that exist in your community. What is fair

or unfair, kind or hurtful about a situation? Talk about signs they can look for and people they can go to for
help.

o After the Anti-bias lending library was implemented 71.4% of parents had more anti
bias conversations with there children

e 64.3% of parents thought it was easier to have these conversations after they read the
anti-bias books with their children

e 57.2% of parents noticed changes in there children's attitude after reading * Make sure every student is checking a book out each week. To do this we need:

o More books + book nooks

e Many parents thought it was hard to check out/return the books this is because we o A better distribution system
weren't given the materials we were told would be provided from the start that would e Implement more anti bias books into Teen Time curriculum
have made this process easier e Implement an anti bias lending library into a local children's library

IMPLICATIONS/NEXT STEPS
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