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INTRODUCTION

points of view from being shared

Why is political polarization an issue?
e Students in the political majority

are not challenged, and students

in the political minority may feel

alienated

e Students exposed to more
political diversity become more
politically active

Why are Palo Alto High School classrooms politically polarized?

* The political makeup of Palo Alto contributes to a classroom that is majority liberal
 The subject matter of the Social Justice Pathway attracts students with a liberal bias * Ask students if they agree with a neutral policy proposal when it is marked as
e The sociological group dynamics of students in the classroom keep alternative political

 On par with the sociological theory of in-group and out-groups, students fear sharing a
political point of view that may cause social repercussions

RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES
Phase I

* Survey both Social Justice and traditional classrooms:

authored by either a democratic or republican senator, and ask their party affiliation

* [dentify which classrooms have the greatest and least correlation between the
agreement of the students and their party affiliation as means to measure their effective
polarization oh '

ase |l

e Review Literature Review to

discover ways to combat political

DATA AND FINDINGS
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CONCLUSIONS

> A large majority of Juniors and
Seniors at Palo Alto High School
are politically liberal*.

>3Social Justice Pathway students
were more notably more likely than
other students to be politically liberal®.
>Students in the Social Justice were
more likely to agree with a political
proposal given to them if the author
shared their views (or disagree if the
author did not)

their same political views.

the classes surveyed.

>This is theorized to mean that Social Justice students are
more politically polarized than their peers, and less open
minded about perspectives that don't come from sources with

>3Social Justice classes proved to carry the most “polarized”
metrics, however, his pattern of support was seen all but two of

* Students reporting they were most likely to vote Democrat or Green in the future were labeled liberal, while students
reporting they were more likely to vote Republican or Independent in the future were labeled conservative
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Apply researcher’s knowledge as
a Social Justice Pathway student

Create report on how the Socail
Justice Pathway can improve

Other

éreen Party

RepUincan Party

Democratic» Party IM PLICATIONS

> Students cannot represent the
ideals of social justice while also
being more politically polarized
than their peers.

>Changemaking relies on
cooperation, so it is important that
students working to create Social
Justice are open minded.

> This research also fits in with a
greater national pattern of
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communities with large political

!) Interview teachers with students who have the greatest and

NEXT STEPS political majorities becoming more polarized than
Because of the Coronavirus, the research was unable to intellectually diverse communities. This is because there is
complete her innitially planned Phase Il of research: less interaction between people with different viewpoints.

least effective polarization, 2) Find similarities in the classroom ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

environments with the greatest and least effective polarization,

and 3) Make this information available to Palo Alto High School Thanks to all the teachers involved in my research for
teachers making this project possible, and to my mentor, Ms.
If given the opportunity to continue this project, the researcher Teachout. Thanks to Ms. Chute for supporting my
would like to complete the origional methodology. research the entire way through.

WORKS CITED

Ehman, L. (1980). The american school in the political socialization process. Review of Educational Research, 50(1), 99-119. « Kafali, Y. (2016). Diversifying Barbie and Mortal Kombat: Intersectional perspectives and inclusive designs in
gaming. Philadelphia, PA: Kafai, Y. * Quintelier, E., Stolle, D., & Harell, A. (2012). Politics in Peer Groups: Exploring the Causal Relationship between Network Diversity and Political Participation. Political Research Quarterly, 65(4), 868-881.
Shkurko, A. V. (2015). Cognitive mechanisms of ingroup/outgroup distinction. J Theory Soc Behav, 45: 188-213. doi:10.1111/jtsb.12063 * Chris Van Hollen U.S. Senator for Maryland. (2019, July 16). Van Hollen, Cotton, colleagues introduce the
defending America’s 5G future [Press release]. « Suhay, E. (2015). Explaining group influence: the role of identity and emotion in political conformity and polarization. Political Behavior, 37(1), 221-251.

* Talisse, R. B. (2019). Maybe facts don’t care about your feelings but political polarization is about feelings, not facts. Nieman Lab. « Woessner, M., Maranto, R., & Thompson, A. (2019). Is collegiate political correctness fake news?
Relationships between grades and ideology. University of Arkansas, Fayetteville.




