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INTRODUCTION

There Is a problem in Native American Reservations and their
living conditions. Despite the Indian Housing Authority’s efforts,
there are 90,000 underhoused or homeless Native Americans.
This problem has negatively impacted Native Americans and
their families because their living conditions are not great.
Homes have inadequate plumbing, kitchens and heating. While
we take running water, electricity and our other utilities for
advantage, these utilities are seen as a luxury in many
reservations. There is a scarcity of jobs. A possible cause of this
problem is people looking the other way. Like they know what is
going on but they don't try to do anything about it. The Indian
Housing Authorities have tried but no one else does anything to
put their goals into action. A few people are able to get jobs on
the Reservation but others have to travel over 50 miles to work
Seasonal jobs. Four to eight out of ten Native Americans are
unemployed. There is a housing crisis on Native American
lands, 30% of Native American housing is overcrowded. Native
Americans have the highest rate of diabetes This is due to

poverty and a lack of sufficient funding.

How can we support the Oglala Sioux population?

Natalia Bracamonte', Jessica Tabron?
'Palo Alto High School, “Palo Alto Unified School District

ONE 600D
DEED CAN
CHANGE A LOT.

DONATION DRIVE

January 29 - February 15

The Pine Ridge Indian Reservation is home to the Oglala
Sioux tribe. Located in South Dakota, more than 19,779

N\ Native Americans reside there.
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The reservation is large, and its needs immense,
commensurate with grinding poverty.

Please Donate:

Clothes (new or gently used) and
School Supplies (new)

Figure 1; This is the flyer | created. They were
put on the bins that were set up.
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DATA AND FINDINGS

Figure 2; This is one of the
donation bins in the breakroom
of my workplace.

Figure 3; These are bags of clothes
that | received from one of my bosses.

CONCLUSIONS AND ANALYSIS

After doing this donation drive, | found that we don't really notice everything
that goes on in the world. Many people believe that they do but, many people
don’t know the problems that Native Americans face in their lives. However, |
was pleased to see that the donations exceeded my expectations. Because

people are willing to help, it is important to have ways to do so.

PERSONAL STATEMENT

Being Native American has greatly pushed me to do this
project, | want to help other Native Americans, although | do not

know them, they are still my people.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES

Thank you to Ms. Tabron for helping me
do a lot of research and for helping me
with the bins and thank you to Ms. Chute
for helping me do a lot of research as well.
Thank you both for all your help throught

this project and for all your patience.

IMPLICATIONS AND NEXT STEPS

REFERENCES

| have used historical and action research . | have used historical research, | have
been researching the history of the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. In addition |
have researched why many people in the reservation have many health
conditions. For my action research portion, | was having a donation drive for

clothes and school supplies at both my school and at my workplace in January.

If someone were to continue this research, | would recommend that they do as
much research as they can about the history of Native American reservations to
best understand their circumstances. If they are able to contact organizations
early in the process to learn about the impact that they’'ve organizations have
made, that could help determine next steps in helping these communities in an

impactful way.

Calvan, B. C. (2014, December 1). Faith and hope on the Pine Ridge Reservation. Scoftsbluff Star Herald. Retrieved from https://www.starherald.com/news/local_news/faith-and-hope-on-the-pine-ridge-reservation/article 9f33c654-f36e-51b0-9464-846c80ed30e4.html.

Center for New Media & Promotion, & US Census Bureau. (2017, March 7). My Tribal Area. Retrieved from https://www.census.gov/tribal/?st=46&aianihh=2810.

Indian Reservations. (2017, December 8). Retrieved from https://www.history.com/topics/native-american-history/indian-reservations.

Lee, T. (2014, May 29) Pine Ridge: A broken system failing America’s most forgotten children. Retrieved from http://www.msnbc.com/msnbc/failing-americas-most-forgotten-children
Living Conditions. (n.d.) Native American Living Conditions on Reservations - Native American Aid, http://www.nativepartnership.org/site/PageServer?pagename=naa_livin

Lowry, J. (2016, March 27). Current Conditions of Native American Reservations - The NTVS: Native American Clothing. Retrieved from https:

Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. (n.d.) Retrieved from https://www.re-member.org/pine-ridge-reservation.aspx.

Strickland, P. (2016, November 2). Life on the Pine Ridge Native American reservation. Retrieved from htt

Williams, M. (2016, September 12). What life on a Native American reservation really looks like. Retrieved from https:



https://www.starherald.com/news/local_news/faith-and-hope-on-the-pine-ridge-reservation/article_9f33c654-f36e-51b0-9464-846c80ed30e4.html
https://www.census.gov/tribal/?st=46&aianihh=2810
http://www.nativepartnership.org/site/PageServer?pagename=naa_livingconditions
https://www.thentvs.com/blog/2016/3/27/current-conditions-of-native-american-reservations
https://www.re-member.org/pine-ridge-reservation.aspx
https://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/features/2016/10/life-pine-ridge-native-american-reservation-161031113119935.html
https://www.huckmag.com/art-and-culture/photography-2/native-american-reservation-pine-ridge-photography/

