
Maximizing Engagement: Exploring 
Tactics for Increasing the Average 

Person's Participation in Grassroots 
Climate Organizations

Research Methodologies

● I interviewed people who self-identified as 
environmental activists to determine why they 
care about the issue

● My interview process consisted of sending out a 
survey in order to reach many people while under 
the time constraints

Introduction

Climate change is a critical issue that poses an existential threat to the 
planet and all of its inhabitants. The recent acceleration of tell tale signs 
that climate change is increasing in severity are sobering. The rate of 
sea level rise has doubled since 1993. It has risen by nearly 10 mm 
since January 2020 to a new record high average sea level this year. 
This study was targeted it and finding a way to convince the general 
public to care more about this issue.
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Data & Findings

Implications & Next Steps

Conclusions

● Instilling a general idea in people that if nothing is 
done, climate change will directly harm them and 
their families later on could potentially raise the 
overall concern for climate change

● Knowledge about the current harm that is coming to 
people through climate change could also potentially 
persuade the public opinion

1Palo Alto High School

Evie Coulson1

● The majority of people cited either 
general facts about climate 
change or a concern for their 
future as well as the future of their 
families as their primary reason 
behind climate change activism

● Those who talked about the 
future seemed overall more 
passionate about the fighting 
climate change

1. Having local 
organizations talk more 
about how environmental 
activism will directly 
effect our futures would 
potentially help get more 
people involved with the 
cause

2. Ensuring that the 
message getting out is 
on a more personal level 
will also help 
tremendously 


