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INTRODUCTION DATA AND FINDINGS CONCLUSIONS, IMPLICATIONS,

Every day, Americans use enough plastic straws to AND NEXT STEPS
wrap around the earth 2.5 times (Siniauer, 2017). Conclusion
Plastic enters the environment through careless actions Why Do We Use Straws? What Has Been Done? Next Steps Most of the backlash to getting rid of straws
of humans, leachate from landfills, and the fishing ' 1 1 comes from a fear of inconvenience. However
industry and causes harm to aquatic and terrestrial “straws are extremely important 10 the “since the plastic bag ban that’s gone state | "“Well 1 would like to support the concept one takeaway from the focus group is that if ’
ecosystems as well as human health and 1s nearly clderly.” of CA now, that there’s little to no plastic | that I think vou can move faster than people are educated on the issue, they will be

1impossible to decompose 1n the environment

Wolchover. 2011). B bt straws have b | bag pollution anymore in the bay.” slower these days because of social willing to sacrifice their convenience. This has
( OICHOVES, = .)' A5 ON PLASHE SLaWs Hdve been “Whenever I have the flu or something it’s ok been shown time and time again through action
put n place 1n cities across the US, but Palo Alto still Kind of one of my go to things.” . : _ : & to reduce plastic consumption in cities across the
has yet to act. Coronado is not the most liberal city but US. For example, Palo Alto’s plastic bag ban,
™ Gons Twill b hine include: Tf thi “People don’t see straws as a really big they were the first city in California to “get young people aware of just how which initially received some backlash, is now
e questions I will be researching include: is . - — : _ : - _ - . . ..
plast(ilc waste is so harmful to ecosgystems why do thing when compared to the big plastic pass it [a straw ban] starting in April of incredibly wasteful single use items are.” praised }f;or i ef;ﬁﬂs t{‘nd 15 Wldjly acceplied
2 "9 x> across the city. lheretore, in order to make
humans continue to pursue it? In what ways does Cups. 2018, change, we nzust Promote awareness
plastic enter §coosystems and cause harm to organisms? | : “ learning that Carmel beat us to the ’
I:fgggglypﬁc;st tilrllaglzeiuff fi;nsg;ft 111)211?8121% gglaws aggi ti}zi;!:ldzl;tﬂ:f ::r:;(k:;l‘: ;]a\:':i:a;;fgw “I have noticed that at some starbucks, punch is an important feature to get city Implications
- - - | : LD they don’t always stick the straw in- they | council’s attention™ This study may be publicized to educate people
impacttul and economically viable? straw e . ) : : ) on the effect of plastic straws in the
_ IERE 1 RE have i do It )ouISCIt‘ 20y have that environment. Addltlonally, strategies for making
\ ORE Fg‘ E ‘é‘:;:L ﬁl[ “ = " thcy [ pCOp]C] think the permanent dishes | option 1o say no.” “I think a g00d way 10 do 1t mtght be to change mentioned 1n this project may be used to
OCEAN THAN FISH aren’t clean.” tap into the Palo Alto weekly™ promote action on this issue and more.
“in Carmel and Monterey now, they have
- . : Next Steps
1O use paper straws. “ have some merchants in town Kind of be After conducting research, I led an Earth Day
Plastic leaders on this™ event at Paly where students pledged not to use
! straws 1n May, I distributed stickers to spread

awareness, I spoke at a city council meeting, and

. | Thi hic sh hat plast , Figure 2. This table includes quotes from my focus group that represent the major topics of discussion. The various questions represent the different Icwrote a .ltetter £ ]ihe edﬁtorldfor ﬂ.lte Il)ilto A}[to. y
Figure 1. This graphic shows that plastic consumption participants in my focus group of six leaders in the community. ommunity members should write letters to city

1s an immense problem 1n the US (Kaplan, 2016). council and continue to speak up at meetings and
opt out of using plastic straws in the future.
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¢ Data Collection: I held a focus group with community leaders about the relevance of
plastic straws in the community and how policy makers and community members should
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Figure 3. This table shows the steps I took to complete this
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