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INTRODUCTION

Investigates the potential of high school journalism programs
to enhance media literacy among students.

Research questions

Understanding how participation in high school journalism
programs 1mpacts students' ability to distinguish between factual
reporting and opinion pieces.

Understanding how media literacy education programs and
journalism programs go hand in hand.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGIES

The study examines the relationship between high school
journalism programs and media literacy through
comprehensive analysis of existing databases and educational
records.

Database Review

States with legislation requiring media literacy education in K-12
school. Reviewing state education department records for
journalism program information

Database Categorization

Classitying schools based on several key factors: the presence or
absence of publications, documentation of state-level media
literacy requirements, and the public or private status of each
institution. Developed coding system
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Figure 1. Visual map indicating states that passed legislation to
implement media literacy curriculum, pending legislation and states

Coding

DATA AND FINDINGS

“support the development,
implementation, and evaluation of digital
and

media literacy curricula in schools and
within

academic standards” (2023, p. 15).
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Steps taken to fix media literacy gap
(youth)

The combined quantitative and qualitative approaches offered
a multi-dimensional view of media literacy education,
effectively highlighting existing gaps and potential areas for
improvement in educational policy and curriculum
development.

Qualitative Data Insights
The systematic coding revealed comprehensive information about
media literacy challenges, including perspectives from English
teachers, parents and educators, providing a nuanced understanding
of the complexities surrounding media literacy education.
Quantitative Data Patterns
The spreadsheet analysis uncovered interesting geographical and
educational patterns. The states that have higher funding, are more
likely to have media literacy curriculum. showing variations in
media literacy legislation and school publications across different
states.
Exploratory Observations
While direct correlations could not be definitively established, there
was a notable trend suggesting potential relationships between
states with higher education rates, media literacy legislation, and
increased school publications.

A 2023 UNESCO global report stated
that

“Is]lystematic reviews of the past two
decades

find a small to medium positive effect of
education technology on learning
outcomes,”

reflecting what educators are
anecdotally

expernencing—that media technologies
in the classroom can positively impact
learning. The

report also emphasized that
governments

should provide more clear support for
education institutions to update and
revise curriculum in ways that include
research-

based pedagogy around digital tools in
the

classroom. More pointedly, the report
slated

that policymakers and educators should
remember that technologies’ suitability
and value for the classroom must be
established through a "human-centered
vision of

education” (p. 23)
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Effects of technology in classroom

Media as a tool

According to Media Literacy Now, 18
slales as of 2023 include media literacy
language in policy. Even in states with
media literacy education policy, proper
resources and up-to-date curriculum
remains lacking
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Even in states with media literacy
education policy, support for teachers,
proper resources and up-to-date
curriculum remains lacking. In short,
Garcia et al. (2021) found in a review of
media literacy legislation across the
United States that “* media literacy
policy remains the exception, rather than
the norm, In slates across the country.
Existing policy included few resources to
support existing media literacy
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Figure 2. This 1s an example of the coding document, shows
information about advances in media literacy curriculum and media

literacy gaps 1n education.
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CONCLUSIONS AND ANALYSIS

Policy Development Progress

e 17 states have enacted media literacy laws, 8 states have pending
legislation and 23 states have no media literacy laws

e 18 states include media literacy language 1n policy, with notable
examples like New Jersey and California creating legislation to
support critical thinking and digital technology skills.

e The data indicates a transitional phase in media literacy
education, with growing recognition of its importance and
potential for significant educational improvements in the coming
decades, despite current limitations and 1inconsistencies across
states.

Educational Framework Advancement

e States are developing "crosswalks" to connect media literacy
learning outcomes to existing education standards, with
discipline-specific frameworks emerging to integrate media
literacy across different educational contexts.

e Despite policy developments, there remain significant gaps in
resources and up-to-date curriculum, with existing policies
often lacking substantial support for media literacy programs.

e Many current policies use vague language like "consider
incorporating” rather than mandatory requirements, creating
uncertainty about actual media literacy education
implementation

IMPLICATIONS AND NEXT STEPS

Future Research Recommendation: Researchers should prioritize
developing comprehensive media literacy scores for high schools,
which will require direct outreach to individual schools and state
education departments due to the lack of existing measurement
frameworks. Study Significance: Despite the limitations of the
current findings, the research underscores the critical importance of
media literacy 1n supporting student well-being and understanding
of information environments. Interdisciplinary Approach:
Continued research should focus on developing a shared
understanding of media literacy education, with potential for meta
studies across academic disciplines to 1identify and refine best
practices 1in media literacy instruction.
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