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INTRODUCTION

The media presents a picture of an America that has grown increasingly polarized; both catalyzed by and reflected by the speeches today’'s politicians make. We wanted to see whether our nation is as
divided as it appears on our computer screens. Matthew Gentzkow’s paper on behavioral economics described a computer program which determines the party of the speaker. We realized that we could
measure polarization by the accuracy of the program; the higher the accuracy, the greater the polarization.
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