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MINI-LESSON-

Why it Matters

What it is: Signs: e If notaddressed they can
. Lack of motivation effect mental health
« Challenges children face . Difficulty with o Can create a gap
with the foundational skills corresponding sounds to e struggle with other subject
for reading and writing letters and development
* Leads to challenges for « Butit also looks different
children’s ability for for everyone

comprehension and etc.

How to Help at Home Things to Keep In Mind
. e Appearances can be deceiving
.Rea.d together e Saying the words does not
- Elayingliteraey focused mean comprehension of them
games . All children benefit from

e Practice letter recognition literacy activities



€D The Need

. Giving back to the community
Address early literacy difficulties and how it is different for
everybody
To see the progress and new ways that teachers can help with
literacy
. Advocating more for families



~
Kathryn Feder:
Feder, Kathryn. Personal Interview. 16
October 2024.
« Sheis a therapist and works with
children and worked in the school
district as a cunselor in a high school
« We learned that the impact on mental
health that children face when having
difficulty with literacy
J
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Kathryn Bimpson:
Bimpson, Kathryn. Personal
Interview. 16 October 2024.
« Sheis a principal at an
Elementary School
+ We learned about what the
schools do to improve literacy
skills
J
~
Leena Gill:

Gill, Leena. Personal Interview. 23 October
2024.

« She is a Mom whose daughter struggled
with meeting play level expectations and
reading after second grade

+ We learned that there was no advocacy
for her daughter and that testing can be
expensive

Interviews

What we Learned

N

“Learning about it [early
literacy difficulties] and
exposing adults to it. Bring a
larger level of advocacy”

Joan Shoemaker

Shoemaker, Joan. Personal Interview. 23
October 2024.

She is a reading specialist at an
elementary school

We learned that the best way to help
are by parents playing reading activities
with their kid consistently and
diagnostic testing should be broken up
into parts for a better understanding

Y

Henny N Halim Bhushan

Bhushan, Henny. Personal Interview. 18
October 2024.

« Sheis a Mom to her daughter that
was diagnosed with a speech
impediment

« We learned about a speech
therapist that PAUSD provided

Academic Research:

« Three Important Reasons Why We
Can't Ignore Early Literacy

« By Rethinking How Reading is Taught,
Bay Area Schools Hope to Boost
Overall Literacy

« Every Student Reads Initiative




Communicatic.

Zomprehension
plays & crucial ke i i
marrie e Commanicaton Wk 1 s you
o b el ==
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YOu 1€ resding or hearing. than 1 Gam be had to
fetain mformazion or soive prodlems.

¢ 0 SR EARLY :
; LITERACY A
DIFFICULTIES

To learn more, visit the PAUSD Promise
obout Early Literacy 10 see what they are
doing to help!

1. Flyers : :
3. Reading with

2. Brochures Students



&) The Project

Prototypes:
. Flyers
. Brochures
* Received feedback from the AAR
class

Vision and Hopes:
. Learning new techniques that
classes are using
. Seeing children read to us and
showing comprehension skills

« More advocacy and awareness for Allies:

our community . All the interviews
° Kathryn Feder
° Kathryn Bimpson
° Leena Gill
° Joan Shoemaker
° Henny Bhushan

. Bay Area School and the teachers we
partnered with

° Ms. Haley
° Ms. Shiv



2 The Project

Research

Create flyers and brochures
to spread the importance
Conduct interviews with and how parents can help  Being able to see in person
principals, reading at home the help and progress that
specialists, and parents children are getting
who have seen their
children go through literacy
difficulties




&) The Project

Obstacles:
. Advocating for help with early
literacy difficulties
ex. parents finding help for their
children
o Aligning times with different
elementary schools
ex. communication and timing
differences

Important Victories:
» Reading with two different grades
e Learning about new techniques that
are implemented for a better
understanding

e Having our flyers and brochures

posted at the front office of an

elementary school



The Effects:

o We were able to see how
different classes work
on handling different
reading levels

e We gaw how kids would
get called to do their
gcreening on the ipad

AN

THE RESVULTS

e We saw how children
were happy to be able to
do partner reading

e They would recommend
books to each other and
would relate back to the
books to real life

e We learned about the
different strategies that
teachers uge to help with
literacy skills



(B The Results
STRATEGIES Y

Partner Reading

e |n a partner reading one partner reads the whole book while the
other partner listens

o |f there is trouble with reading the partner ig able to help

o Then the other partner finighes their book and it goes again for
around 15-20 minutes

The Five-Finger Method

e Uged for looking for the right book to read

e Searching for five too hard and five too easy
words help determine if the book i¢ too hard or
too easy to read

Regular Testing/ Quizzes Small Group Reading NN

o In a small group, paried with similar reading levels
e WIith a reading specialist kide do online games o The teacher aske what the Title of the book i¢ and ask the students
to make a guess of what the book will be about solely from the title
o thig helps the kids circulate what readings should be comprehended
that matters

where it works on comprehengion, spelling, and
etc.



On a scale of 1-5, how well do you
know about early literacy
difficulties?

1- “you don’t know anything”
5- “you know everything”

03
Project Results

Before and After Results

I Before [ After
15

10

20

Do you think that early literacy
difficulties are advertised a lot?

Yes: 2
No: 21 5

Yes




Project Result

\ 0-1 Fingers 0-1 Fingers 0-1 Fingers
Too Easy! Too Easy! = Too Easy!

2-3Fingers 2-3 Fingers

2-3 Fingers
Just Right!  Just Right!

Just Right!

+-5 Fingers 4-5 Fingers
Too Harg

4‘5 Fingers
Too Harg,




3 Project Results

.

@( Early Literacy g
Difficulties Common Signs to be Aware of xa

f.\ Why is Early Literacy so Important ;7 Misconception .
>
% Communication tis . S L9A w0 e Mt s
O Communication 4 ey to colaborating tamacr v 0 vy i oy avisd bocks o hove
with others and 3130 expressing personal
D D emotions. 1t is important to resolve
problems and 10 buiid connections with
= EARLY
7 LITERACY
Comprehension
comgot vt ey L DIFFICULTIES
W A G _ Health 0590 19 2.0 JS 0.
ki g e - ot

It Affects Mental Health
Reading, writing, or comprehersion can affect
J frental
’ Which can (ead to soclal isolation. It can make 0 ey
A 18 hard Tor children to express heit emotions. . = e SR,
=t ard even make parents feel helpiess S A
’
Learning & mmportant for persoral gromth.
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How you can Help
at Home

T
heips chadren rhyming
with gomes
thewr absty 10
heor sounds
Voo g
wnbbie ond.
write to Plogng
proctice hond Weracy
movements focured
gomes 1o
encourage
tetter
recognition
Procticng
Jetter o
recogrtion
ssng Py Reoding
»bmw Ineroctive
letters books ond.
opoato make
Jearning more
excting

words These stugcies con make

harcer Lor therm 10 keep up weth

000G Ond wrEng OF they Qrow.
Why Literacy is
Important

o Lierocy dificules con keod to
SO0k Wt Other schook

When to Seek
Support

Stay Positive
and Patient




TAKEAWAYS
AND NEXT
STEPS




PAUSD Literacy Promige R E C o m m E N D E D
e Link:  https://www.pausd.org/promise/priority-areas/early- o E S
literacy S U R C

e Thig site provides information about how PAUSD i¢ helping and
strategies to help at home

Enhance reading proficiency and academic achievement

— —
o -

o Link: https://www.startearly.org/post/42-tips-to-boost-early-
literacy/
o 12 tips to help with improving literacy skills with younger children

o Link: https://www.expressable.com/learning-center/social-
emotional-academic/early-signs-of -reading-problems-and-how-to-
help-your-child

 Provides early signe, ways to help, and reading milestones

cover image from the PAUSD literacy promise
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