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Introduction 

Methodologies

Access to early childhood 
education (ECE) remains unequal, 
despite its importance for social, 
emotional, and cognitive 
development during the critical 
years from birth to age five. 
Economic circumstances often 
limit families’ options, raising 
concerns about whether available 
programs—ranging from public to 
private preschools to 
homeschooling—align with child 
development standards. This 
research explores how parents in 
the Bay Area choose ECE 
programs and how their decisions 
differ across socioeconomic and 
cultural groups. 

This study uses, narrative and 
descriptive methods to explore 
key factors influencing parents’ 
early education choices. Surveys 
were distributed to Bay Area 
parents to collect data on income, 
race/ethnicity, anad program 
priorities. 

Likert-scale and open-ended 
questions measured the 
importance of factors like cost, 
hours, location, and educational 
style, while allowing for deeper 
insights into decision-making. 
Descriptive statistics identified 
trends across three broad ethnic 
groups: White, Asian, and 
historically underrepresented. 

Quantitative analysis included 
average importance scores and 
bar charts, while qualitative 
responses were thematically 
coded. Correlation and regression 
analyses examined relationship 
between socioeconomic status 
and program selection. 

 Research Findings
Figure 1 shows that across White, Asian, and historically underrepresented groups, 
there were no major differences in how parents ranked the importance of hours, 
cost, location, and education style. 

Figure 2 breaks down the same factors by income level. Lower-income parents 
rated hours and cost as more important than higher-income parents, with a clear 
upward trend in both categories. Location and education style showed no 
significant variation across income levels. 

Open-ended responses echoed these findings, with parents most often citing 
education style, scheduling, cost, and location as key factors, along with concerns 
about teacher quality, safety, community, and emotional development. 

Analysis
The data shows that parents across ethnic groups share similar priorities when 
choosing ECE programs, indicating a general consensus. However, income level 
significantly impacts decision-making: lower-income families place greater 
importance on program hours and cost, likely due to work demands and financial 
constraints. 

Location and education style were valued but showed no major differences across 
income levels. Qualitative responses reinforced these trends, with cost and hours 
most frequently cited. 

Overall, economic status (not ethnicity) shapes ECE priorities, pointing to a need for 
policies that reduce financial and logistical barriers for lower-income families. 
Future research should expand to include more ethnically diverse participants and 
explore how these priorities affect enrollment and outcomes. 
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These graphs include data collected from parent surveys sent around the Bay Area. They show the importance of major 
factors—hours, cost, location, and education style—in making a decision about early childhood education for their child 
on a scale of 1-5. Figure 1 includes the data of respondents grouped by ethnicity, and Figure 2 includes the data of 
respondents grouped by income level. 


