
The 
Labyrinth
Ava Rapoport, Eanam Maor,Natalie Chan

(We are students in the AAR class and in the Social Justice Pathway)



● CA has 34% of U.S. homeless population — 70% were once 
incarcerated (CDCR, 2023).

● Many leave prison with no housing, no income, and no support.

● “They don’t fail from lack of effort. The system doesn’t give them a fair shot.” – 
Alicia Garcia, WeHope (2024)

● Experts say stigma and discrimination make reentry really hard 
(Milestone 2).

● Stories create empathy — not just stats, but real people with real 
journeys.

Why this matters?



 

Our project:

● Vision: Share stories to humanize 
reentry and offer hope

● Steps: Research → Interviews → 
Storywriting → Design → Presentation

● Allies: WeHope, case managers, artists, 
AAR classmates

● Obstacles: IRB limits, outreach to 
incarcerated people

● Prototyped a multimedia journal + 
tested it with peers

● Most powerful victory: hearing real 
change in empathy

Alicia Garcia: CEO of WeHope Mark Duggan: Stanford professor



 

Project Elements

● Recruited Freelance Artiststhrough 
Gunn’s Multimedia and Art Classes

● Start Drafting Stories

● Go through several revisions of our 
articles

● John Doe art, JR story, The Marshall 
project, Art as a Tool for Incarceration.



● Wrote powerful, personal articles for our reentry magazine

● Prototype shifted peer perspectives on incarceration

● Poll revealed common stigma toward formerly incarcerated 

people

● Stories showed both success and systemic barriers

● Planning to distribute magazine at school and local 

organizations (Palo Alto City Library, Palo Alto City Hall, Jewish 

Community Center, Project WeHope Center), along with online 

Results:





● Reentry is harder than most people think — even basic needs aren’t guaranteed

● Authentic stories change minds more than statistics ever could

● Stigma is a huge barrier, even in our own community

● Creating change takes teamwork, patience, and care

Our Biggest 
Takeaways:



● Write more stories by talking to new people

● Connect with local reentry organizations to learn more

● Expand our magazine’s reach

● Call to action: Read. Listen. Challenge your bias.

● Community should challenge negative stigma, give in to empathy & support reentry 

● Project Continuity

What’s Next + Our Call to Action



● Huge thanks to the Foothill Symposium for giving us this platform

● Shoutout to the PAUSD AAR program for helping us grow as researchers

● Thank you YCS (Youth Community Service) for your continued support

● Gratitude to our mentors: Alicia Garcia, Melissa

● Ms. Firenzi

● And thank you all for listening 

THANK YOUS:



Sources:
https://www.jr-art.net/project-list/tehachapi

Audrey Berger
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